
  

 
 
 

 

Curriculum Policy 

 
 

Date Review Date Coordinator Nominated Governor 

Feb 2023 Feb 2025 Clare Larkin Iain Wilson 

 
 

 Introduction 

       
 At Lime Tree we engender an atmosphere that encourages understanding and openness about mental 
health and well-being. When our children leave us, they will be ready to embrace the challenges of creating a 
happy and successful life beyond primary school. They will have the knowledge and skills to enable them to 
make informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships. They will have self-efficacy and 
understand that everyone faces difficulties in their lives. They will understand how to be present and enjoy the 
moment they are in, not be distracted by the past or worried for their future. They will understand their 
thoughts, emotions, and how they are able to relate to the world in ways that make others feel comfortable 
relating to them. 
 

Embedded within this, we promote a positive attitude towards learning and believe all pupils have the right to 
learn in an engaging, stimulating and stretching environment. We provide a broad and balanced education for 
all pupils, whereby every child is supported to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, 
and be able to choose and apply these in relevant situations. We ensure equal access to learning, with high 
expectations for every pupil and appropriate levels of challenge and support. All staff members promote the 
learning and development of every child to ensure they are ready for the next stage of their education. Pupil’s 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is supported throughout their Lime Tree journey.  

 
 
Legislation and Guidance 

 
This policy reflects the requirements for academies to provide a broad and balanced curriculum as per the 
Academies Act 2010, and the National Curriculum programmes of study which the school has chosen to 
follow. 
It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and 
Disability Code of Practice 2015 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of 
governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook 2020. 
In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children 
set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework. 

 
 

Role of the Governing Body 
 
The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the Head of School to account for its 
implementation. The governing board will also ensure that: 

 A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/32/section/1A
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/925104/Governance_Handbook_FINAL.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/596629/EYFS_STATUTORY_FRAMEWORK_2017.pdf


 The school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a "broad and balanced curriculum" 
which includes English, maths, and science, and enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover 
the requirements of the funding agreement 

 Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

 The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements 

 It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum 

 
 

Role of the Head of School 
 
The Head of School is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that: 

 All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have 
aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils 
will be met 

 The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is 
reviewed by the governing board 

 They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate 

 The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements 

 The governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and 
balance of the curriculum 

 The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions 

 Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEND 

 
 

 
Role of Other Staff 
 
Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy. 
 

 
Organisation and Planning 
 
At Lime Tree Primary Academy our vision and values are embedded throughout the curriculum, the 
curriculum celebrates all skills and subjects ensuring we provide opportunities for children to become life-long 
learners.  We focus on English and mathematics as the foundations for all learning and are committed to 
nurturing young writers, performers, readers, mathematicians, scientists, historians, geographers, artists, 
designers, musicians, sports persons and computer users.  Children are actively encouraged to follow their 
passions whilst becoming holistic learners. Our range of after school activities provide children with the 
opportunities to develop new passions and skills. Our curriculum immerses children in first and second hand 
experiences that enables them to draw on prior learning to consolidate and expand their conceptual thinking. 
 

English 
 
Our Vision 
English teaching and learning at Lime Tree seeks to ignite a passion for the written and spoken language in 
all children. It believes that the children should read and write creatively, studying and using the individual 
word, the phrase, the sentence, the paragraph and the chapter. 
 
Our passion centres on Lime Tree pupils developing a lifelong love of reading. As such, children’s reading 
skills are closely monitored and nurtured through high-quality teaching of Systematic Synthetic Phonics from 
day one. Pupils read in a perceptive, curious and discerning manner, developing knowledge about authorial 
intent and writing styles, and engaging in discussions about what they have read in order to sustain a high 
level of vocabulary and understanding. By the end of their primary education, they are able to read fluently, 
with confidence and with purpose in any subject or genre. 
 



In addition to reading enthusiasts, we strive to create confident, fluent and purposeful writers who craft pieces 
that have an impact on their reader by exposing pupils to high quality model texts and rich language 
structures from the very start of their learning journey. Children are encouraged to use their creativity and 
individuality to compose writing that excites them, while learning key genre specific structures that will allow 
them to continually broaden their skill set. By Year 6, our pupils are able to compose longer, more precise 
passages that demonstrate explicit and considered choices and are able to share their love for writing through 
performance. 
 
The Areas of Study 
Our English lessons follow Pathways to Write and seek to combine a variety of creative, stimulating 
opportunities with access to visual tools and various stimuli which seek to engage and enthral pupils to 
become inspired writers. We believe that pupil’s text development is enhanced through an active, direct and 
challenging approach to texts of all kinds. This involves texts from a range of authors. All books, texts and 
extracts are read by staff to ensure that they are appropriate for the year group. 
ActiveLearn 
Our youngest learners, in Tree Tots and Nursery, have daily phonics sessions centring on listening, rhyming 
and oral blending and segmenting skills. All of this is done through listening. 
In Reception and Key Stage 1 we use Active Learn Phonics Bug. This is used for the teaching of phonics and 
the distribution of reading books. Each day, the children are taught phonics using Phonics Bug. This program 
includes fun and engaging decodable books, which supports the learning and teaching of phonics in a 
meaningful and memorable manner thus making comprehension easier. The books are grouped in a 
‘developing order’ based on the 
order of sounds introduced. The Phonics Bug books are also available online and feature online quizzes, with 
a focus on assessing phonic knowledge. 
From Year 1 – Year 6, children also access ActiveLearn in the form of Bug Club Guided. Bug Club Guided is 
a robust guided reading program that helps children master fluency and deepen comprehension. Focus is 
placed upon clarifying, summarising, activating prior knowledge, visualising, connecting, predicting, 
questioning and evaluating. 
Other Reading Platforms 
All Key Stages across the school also access myON. MyON is a comprehensive online literacy program. It 
integrates technology with individual student’s ability in order to pair their reading level with their preferred 
choice of books. MyON provides a growing collection of enhanced digital books that can be read anytime, 
both in class and at home. 
Accelerated Reader is a reading system we use on a daily basis from Year 2 – Year 6. It is an effective 
system for motivating children and ensuring good reading progress. Children using Accelerated Reader have 
a free choice of the books they read within their ZPD. This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience 
as they feel in control and can choose books that are interesting to them. These books will be challenging 
without being frustrating and will also be at a level that they can pass the quiz and experience success. When 
children have finished reading a book, they will be given time to take a quiz independently. 
 

Maths  
 

We deliver a skills-based curriculum, in which the basic skills and knowledge required to progress learning are 
of paramount importance and underpin all learning. 

At Lime Tree, we see maths as an essential life skill and a practical tool with which children can make sense 
of the world around them. Using manipulatives, our lessons are exciting and interesting. Whether we are 
sharing slices of pizza or chocolate bars in our teaching of fractions or making equal groups with flowers, 
balloons, cupcakes or even smarties in our teaching of multiplication, our lessons use real-life problems as 
their foundation. Real life problems need real life resources! Underpinned by White Rose Maths, lessons are 
delivered in an engaging and practical way, ensuring that children have a solid foundation of basic skills whilst 
also applying these to reasoning and real-life problems. Our children working with their teachers show us how 
to proceed through the strategies for the four operations using the appropriate mathematical language and the 
formal layout for calculation used in different year groups. 

From Early Year to Year 6, our curriculum is engaging, challenging and enjoyable. All lessons focus on rigour 
and ensuring progression by building on prior learning with the children moving from concrete to pictorial and 
then abstract concepts as their confidence and competence in each mathematical area develops. Practicing 
and developing fluency in basic skills is embedded continually and teachers use opportunities to address 
misconceptions and move children forward.  

 Children learn to ask questions, work collaboratively and apply their basic skills from Early Years to Year 
6 to ensure that they: 

 become fluent and confident in the fundamentals of mathematics 



 are able to reason mathematically and make connections between number facts 

 can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with 
increasing sophistication and complexity 

 

Science  

Through our science curriculum at Lime Tree, we develop children’s curiosity in how things work, grow their 
understanding and interest in wanting to learn more about the importance of science and scientists. 

We ensure children start with hands-on exploration and discovery. 

Our enquiry approach expects and encourages questions to be asked, to develop scientific thinking and for 
children to work scientifically. They are encouraged to predict, work collaboratively, measure, record, and 
interpret their results whilst being completely engrossed in being a scientist. 

Our curriculum has a high emphasis on the precise use of language and vocabulary to help with accurate 
conceptual development and articulation of understanding. 

Our scientists at Lime Tree continually build up a body of knowledge. Their well-rounded scientific 
understanding will impact their lives, influence their choices and actions to inspire potential future scientists 
and interests in a career in STEM. The children will have learnt the impact we, as scientists, have on our 
world and sustainability. 

We have a comprehensive curriculum covering and extending beyond the National Curriculum this has been 
developed alongside The Primary Science Teaching Trust and SEERIH (Science and Engineering Education 
Research and Innovation Hub at The University of Manchester. Please see the links below. 

 
 

Computing  

At Lime Tree, our aim is that by the end of their time with us, children are able to support and enrich their 
learning through the use of technology. 

With an ever-evolving modern society, the ability to use computing effectively is an essential life skill for our 
pupils. As computing is continually developing and new technologies are emerging, we strive to give all pupils 
the skills needed to prepare them for the future. 

Children will communicate, express themselves and develop ideas through the use of a number of different 
technologies. ICT is integrated throughout the curriculum and we are well resourced, with a range of 
equipment such as computers, laptops, iPads, and interactive whiteboards. 

A high quality computing education equips pupils to use computational thinking and creativity to understand 
and change the world. Computing has deep links with mathematics, science, and design and technology, and 
provides insights into both natural and artificial systems. The core of computing is computer science, in which 
pupils are taught the principles of information and computation, how digital systems work, and how to put this 
knowledge to use through programming. Building on this knowledge and understanding, pupils are equipped 
to use information technology to create programs, systems, and a range of content. Computing also ensures 
that pupils become digitally literate – able to use, and express themselves and develop their ideas through 
information and communication technology – at a level suitable for the future workplace and as active 
participants in a digital world. 

 
 

Physical Education (PE) 

Lime Tree provides a rich variety of sporting opportunities challenging the keenest athlete and encouraging 
the less confident. Children are given the experience of a wide range of sporting activities that will enable 
them to ignite a lifelong passion to remain active, lead a healthy lifestyle, and appreciate the positive 
relationship between physical activity and mental health. Alongside developing fundamental movement skills, 
we place our pupils’ social and emotional development at the heart of our curriculum. 



At Lime Tree, P.E. lessons equip the children with a wide-ranging set of fundamental movement skills, which 
can be then applied to a variety of sports and games. Alongside this, our PE curriculum strives to develop 
teamwork, mental stamina and resilience skills. 
We have established strong links with talented and skilled coaches in Trafford who regularly share their 
expertise with the children and provide opportunities for them to access less common sports. 
We have strong links with Sale Sharks Rugby, Brooklands Lacrosse, Trafford Handball Club, and British 
Cycling, and more! 
As members of the Trafford School Sports Partnership, we participate in a range of different inter-school 
competitions and intra-school challenges. We have a dedicated sports pitch, a large Multi-Use Games Area, a 
multi-purpose indoor hall and full access to the sports pitches that are owned by Brooklands Dragons and 
Sale Moor Cricket Club. 

Swimming 
In addition to being part of the national curriculum, swimming is a great form of exercise and an important life 
skill. At Lime Tree, children take part in 17 weeks of swimming lessons in Year 4 to support them in achieving 
their National Curriculum goals. These goals are detailed below. Children attend swimming lessons with their 
classmates and teachers at Moss Side Leisure centre during the school day and school works closely with 
Manchester Active to track the progress of the children and provide additional support where needed. 
Whether children are competent swimmers, or nervous about this challenge, the school aims to support all 
children to enjoy these sessions as much as possible. 

 

History 

History teaching ignites a curiosity in our pupils to learn about how past events have shaped the present day 
as well as how different cultures and individuals have influenced and shaped Britain over time. 

Through effective learning and teaching, from Tree Tots to Year 6, we equip children to ask perceptive 
questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. Through a 
varied and engaging curriculum, we help our children to develop a deep understanding of history and strive to 
inspire children’s curiosity to understand more about the past. 

The Areas of Study 
In KS1, pupils focus on significant individuals and events, whilst in KS2 focus is placed on studying history in 
chronological order. By the end of KS2, children will understand the shaping of England up to the 11th century, 
with a singular unit centred upon change over time up to modern day Britain. Throughout all of this, focus is 
placed on developing pupil’s confidence at deploying historical skills such as the analysis of sources, as well 
as their understanding of key historical concepts. 

 

Geography 
 

Geography at Lime Tree is about developing children’s knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of the 
world’s diverse people, places, and environments. Our curriculum equips the children with substantive 
knowledge about diverse places, people, resources, and the natural and human environments, together with 
an understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  

The learning and teaching of Geography at Lime Tree builds vocabulary and concepts over time through wide 
ranging disciplines, digital technologies, reading materials, practical activities, and Fieldwork within the local 
and wider community. The integral visits to different localities further take place both in person and also 
through virtual exploration. We want children who will ask questions and be critical and creative thinkers who 
feel empowered to take care of our amazing planet. As a result, children’s knowledge progresses, along with 
their geographical skills and vocabulary.  

Through engagement with global issues such as pollution, climate change, and pandemics, children can 
make choices that can improve the world. Therefore our learners are ultimately equipped with an ongoing 
appreciation and empathy of the diverse world within which we inhabit, further able to make connections 
between their own life and the wider world.  

Our curriculum progressively builds vocabulary and concepts over time, and we use first-hand experiences 
and technology as much as possible, to make learning engaging and relevant.  Themes and content are 
ambitious and have been developed with subject specialists, the Geographical Association and the Royal 
Geographical Society to go beyond the National Curriculum. 



Art 
 
 
At Lime Tree our children are artists. They are taught through an ambitious and exciting curriculum which 
balances the development of artistic skills with building language, knowledge and understanding to enable art 
appreciation. They learn that Art is a journey. 
 
Art lessons give all children the opportunity to explore their creativity and imagination, and express their ideas. 
Each year the children explore three aspects of different types of art: Our children explore three aspects of Art 
each year; art from around the world, art from different times in history and modern day artists who are 
making a difference to the world today. 
 
Art is taught as an expressive means of communication, that builds confidence and creative thinking, and 
values originality. 
 
Children are taught a full range of skills and techniques which build year on year including: drawing, painting, 
collage, textiles, sculpture and printing, experimenting with a variety of materials. 
 
The core elements of our curriculum are built into every unit of work in the curriculum. 

Stimulus 
We providing the children with a stimulus e.g. a William Morris print as a good starting point for the deep 
study. This will be discussed in detail and used as inspiration for gather/research and initial ideas. 

Gather/Research 
Children will gather and research images, fabric etc. to present in their own way, like a mood board. An artistic 
study will be carried out at this stage looking closely at the artist’s background, life and work. 

Skills development (Media) 
Skills development will allow the children to become familiar with the mediums they are going to be using to 
create their final piece. Experiment and exploration is necessary and very essential. 

Initial Ideas 
Children will carry out initial studies and ideas in preparation for their final piece. All ideas will be recorded in 
their sketchbook.  

Final piece 
The final piece of work should bring together all skills development sessions and initial ideas. Children will 
also come up with a title for their piece of work and a statement. 

Communication & Learning evaluation 
Children will communicate their ideas to another class or their own. Children will explain the process they 
have been through and explain the relevant skills they have used.Based on the communication feedback and 
reflection children will then evaluate their own work. 

 

Design Technology 
 

Design and Technology at Lime Tree encourages creative thinking and is an inspiring, rigorous and practical 
subject. Children will learn how to design purposeful, functional and appealing products. They will then have 
the opportunity to make them. After they have made the product they will explore and evaluate. 

We follow the D&T scheme from Kapow primary which is developed through the Design and Technology 
association. 

Throughout the year we cover 6 areas in D&T and they are- 

· Cooking and nutrition 

· Mechanical systems 

· Textiles 



· Electrical systems 

· Structures 

· Digital world 

Pupils will design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, 
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. The subject encourages children to become 
autonomous and creative problem-solvers, both as individuals and as part of a team. 

Through the study of Design and Technology which is project led, we offer an understanding of aesthetic, 
social and environmental issues, as well as how functions and industrial practices are put into practice. This 
therefore allows the children to reflect on and evaluate present and past design and technology, its uses and 
its impacts. 

The aims of design and technology are: 

· To develop imaginative and creating thinking in children and enable them to talk about what they like and 
dislike when designing and making; 

· To enable children to talk about how things work, and to draw and model. 

Their ideas; 

· To encourage children to select appropriate and relevant tools and techniques when making a product. 

· To follow health and safety requirements. 

 

Religious Education (RE) 

Whilst at Lime Tree we will give our children the opportunity to grow into respectful, knowledgeable, and 
innovative young adults. RE provokes challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, 
the self, issues of right and wrong, environmental impact and what it means to be human. 

We encourage the children to explore their own beliefs and views whether they are religious or not. This, in 
time, will give them the tools to build their own identity and the ability to consider their impact and 
responsibilities in the local and wider community. We encourage compassionate, empathetic, and generous 
learners who challenge prejudice and flourish within a diverse society. 

Throughout EYFS and KS1 the children will begin to understand more about themselves and begin to find 
their place in the world. They will explore different religious beliefs, how they live and how this is expressed in 
modern society. Stories, role play, artefacts and scripture will all be used to reinforce learning in order to give 
the children the necessary knowledge to tackle the philosophical aspects of RE in Key Stage 2. 

Music 
 

Music at Lime Tree provides a unique vehicle for children to express themselves, tune into their emotions and 
uncover hidden talents. Through a range of musical experiences, children’s creativity has no limits!  

Children at Lime Tree learn music through weekly lessons, tuition from the local music service and/or through 
our Enrichment programme in Key Stage Two. Embedded within the teaching of music at Lime Tree are the 
three knowledge strands, in order to unleash children’s musical potential. They are, ‘knowledge of music’, 
‘knowledge about music’, and ‘knowledge of how to music’. Within these three strands, children’s sequence 
of learning is categorised into the following areas of study; ‘sing’, ‘listen’, ‘perform’ and ‘compose’. Across 
school, teachers have the opportunity to utilise “The Music Year” too, which helps to structure our school-wide 
weekly playlist.  

 

 



Knowledge of Music  

Children have varied opportunities to listen to recorded and/or live pieces of music from a wide range of 
musical genres, cultures, traditions and backgrounds. Listening exercises are expressive and interactive and 
might be through movement, drawing or facial expressions. Across school, listening exercises deepen and 
challenge children’s musical knowledge. For example, the weekly playlist played from our school-wide sound 
system stimulates discussion about the composition and history of music as well as provides shared listening 
opportunities across year groups. Questioning, following listening, might focus on: What is the mood of the 
piece? What instruments/vocals can you identify? What are inter-related dimensions of the piece of music 
(e.g. dynamics/pitch/tempo)? How does the piece of music compare to another piece of music? How is the 
piece of music structured? What era is this piece of music from? 

Knowledge about Music  

The inter-related dimensions of music are explored in order for children to get the best out of their practical 
musical learning. Musical theory at Lime Tree is taught through engaging, active and practical methods, 
utilising instruments, the voice, digital technology and/or the body.  

Knowledge of ‘how to’ Music 

With close links to ‘The Music Year,’ and through digital technologies, vocals, tuned and untuned instruments; 
children are given the opportunity to: 

 Explore  

 Improvise and compose 

 Perform 

Compositions are recorded through notation, music apps, video and live performances and receive teacher 
and peer feedback which assess fluency, accuracy, control, expression and structure. By the end of KS2, all 
children will have accessed some specific instrument tuition, ranging from learning the ukulele, the flute, the 
recorder and the guitar; and had opportunities to perform solo or as part of a group in whole school 
assemblies, within the local community, and within live borough-wide concerts.   

Collaboration 

Children’s musical learning at Lime Tree benefits from strong links to Trafford Music Service, being a Music 
Mark school and further partnerships within the community such as Sale Youth Choir. Through our rich music 
programme, we are able to collaboratively develop the whole child: to add to children’s well-being toolboxes, 
and to develop positive behaviour, self-discipline, self-motivation and teamwork – all of great importance as 
we prepare children for life beyond Lime Tree.  

 

Language - French 
 

As our world continues to change with different cultures infusing and combining all around us, the 
engagement and learning of a foreign language is an increasingly vital aspect of modern society. The 
acquisition of the skills needed to learn foreign languages is therefore hugely important and we strive to ignite 
in pupils a love and passion for such foreign languages. 

Our linguists will develop an understanding and compassion for other cultures and an appreciation for other 
ways of life. They will leave us with the necessary skills in order to listen, respond and express their views in 
another language, both in speaking and writing. 

Pupils will have developed a taste for the French language and will understand and independently make use 
of French vocabulary through a variety of scenarios, games, songs, and activities. 

Our vision is that the children at Lime Tree will have the confidence to speak in a new language to a wider 
audience and apply their knowledge to everyday life. 

 
 
 



Enrichment Curriculum  
 
 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
 

The PSHE curriculum at Lime Tree will empower the children to connect with themselves, their families and 
friends, their community, and the rapidly changing wider world. Our PSHE curriculum helps our children to 
embrace the challenges of creating a happy and successful life beyond our school. They will have the 
knowledge and skills to enable them to stay mentally and physically safe and make informed decisions about 
their wellbeing, health, and relationships. They will have self-efficacy and understand that everyone faces 
difficulties in their lives. They will understand how to be present and enjoy the moment they are in, not be 
distracted by the past or worried for their future. They will understand and regulate their thoughts and 
emotions and know how they are able to relate to the world in ways that make others feel comfortable relating 
to them. 

We will help to equip the children with skills to manage their minds, feelings, and emotions. They will learn 
mindfulness and meditation, how to regulate their emotions and develop a growth mindset. Our curriculum 
fosters an understanding and appreciation of exercise and nutrition, why sleep is important, the impact of the 
outdoors on their physical and mental health and the benefits of good hygiene and how to be safe online. Our 
Relationships and Health Education aims to promote healthy relationships and the understanding that there 
are different families, friendships, and relationships. Our No Outsiders scheme of learning teaches children to 
respect others even when they are different from them or make different choices or have different preferences 
or beliefs. We expect our children to stand tall against any form of discrimination. 

We have a comprehensive curriculum covering and extending beyond the National Curriculum this has been 
developed alongside the PSHE Association (The DfE funded national body for PSHE Education) – PSHE 
Organisation, The Children’s Health Academy Children’s Health Project  and No Outsiders No Outsiders 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC) 

At Lime Tree Primary Academy, SMSC underpins everything we do. We recognise that the personal 
development of the children, spiritually, morally, socially and culturally plays a significant role in their ability to 
learn and to grow into well-rounded members of society. 

By integrating SMSC into the life of our school, we aim to develop a sense of society, tolerance and 
collaboration that tackles prejudice and promotes equality. We aim to teach children to make sense of the 
world we live in, how to interact positively with others, how to know themselves and the person they may 
become in the future. The opportunity to be aspirational in how they can contribute to society and to have an 
awareness of current and topical issues. 

Learning is relevant to our children, school and locality and a broader understanding of the world, beyond 
their locality is explored. This will be done formally; through taught lessons, informally; through providing 
activities and experiences and through the hidden curriculum/ ethos as displayed through the expectations, 
relationships and attitudes of everybody in school.  Our rich and varied curriculum provides the opportunity to 
celebrate difference and diversity, have an understanding of moral obligations in life and to develop an 
awareness of influential and inspiring figures in religions and society from the past and to today. We aim to 
instill a sense of pride in being part of the Lime Tree community and in the school as a building where all can 
learn and belong. Our learning environment is bright, relevant and well cared for. Our children feel safe and 
cared for. School council means the children have a say in changes that are made. Many visitors to our 
school comment on the positive ethos and welcoming atmosphere. We believe that the behaviour, manners, 
and attitudes of our pupils is a real strength. 

 
 
Forest School and Outdoor Learning 

Forest School  

At Lime Tree our forest school uses the woods and forest as a means to build independence and self-esteem 
in children. Topics include the natural environment, for example the role of trees in society, the complex 
ecosystem, recognition of specific plants and animals. 

https://pshe-association.org.uk/
https://pshe-association.org.uk/
https://childrenshealthproject.com/the-academy/
https://no-outsiders.com/


Personal skills such as teamwork and problem solving are also learnt. The woodland environment can also be 
used to learn about mathematics and communication. The child-led aspect of forest schools is perhaps the 
most crucial element with the outdoor environment facilitating the vast number of learning styles that children 
benefit from. 

Outdoor Learning 

At Lime Tree is not simply about delivering a literacy lesson whilst sat outside, or learning multiplication in the 
rain, it is about giving our children the experiences and skills needed to help them develop into happy and 
healthy individuals, who are able to have a positive impact on the world around them. 

Wherever possible, we aim to take every area of the curriculum outside of the classroom by providing the 
most engaging, hands-on, learning experiences possible. Our outdoor team are passionate and enthusiastic 
about an outdoors approach, and they work with teachers and pupils on a daily basis to constantly develop 
and improve our use of the fantastic setting we boast as our school grounds. 

We do not want to give our pupils just a taste of something which they may find exciting and inspiring, only to 
limit this experience to an end of year reward or a field trip, we want to provide an environment where our 
pupils can find their passions, explore them and ultimately share them with their friends, their families, and the 
wider community. Whether it be through vegetables growing on an allotment, or livestock keeping on a 
smallholding, our pupils will have the opportunity to learn where their food comes from, how to grow it and 
even how to cook it, strengthening their chances of leading healthy and sustainable lives. 

 
Mental Health and Wellbeing 

What is Good Mental Health? 

Looking after your mental health is not something we should just do if we are struggling, or feeling low, 
anxious or stressed. It’s actually something we should think about all the time and really invest in, just like with 
our physical health. 

Having good mental health can help us sleep better, feel better, enable us to do the things we want to do, and 
help us have more positive relationships with those around us. We do not need to wait until we’re struggling. 
Looking after our mental health is not only good for us now, it can also help us deal with and manage difficult 
times in the future. Over time, it may also reduce our risk of physical health problems. 

Our Ethos 

At Lime Tree, we know that everyone experiences life challenges that make us vulnerable and at times, 
anyone may need additional emotional support. We take the view that mental health and wellbeing is 
everybody’s business and that we all have a role to play in ensuring a positive culture for our whole school 
community where this can be shared and supported. 

The Department for Education (DfE) recognises that: “In order to help their children succeed; schools have a 
role to play in supporting them to be resilient and mentally healthy”. 

At Lime Tree we understand that mental health and wellbeing can have an impact on academic performance, 
and so we strive to put in place and go above and beyond to support our children and their families. 

Curriculum – Quality First Teaching 

Lime Tree’s invisible curriculum, encompasses mental health and wellbeing. 

This supports children in developing the knowledge and skills to enable them to make informed decisions 
about their wellbeing, health and relationships. 

Children will learn to understand their thoughts, emotions and how they are able to relate to the world in 
different ways. 

Once children have been taught different strategies, they will continue to be built upon throughout future years 
and phases, used as part of the scheduled day with little additional input or teaching. 



The key is that the children will start to use what they have been taught independently as a way of dealing 
with their own emotions. 

 Components include: 

 Mindfulness and meditation (e.g. zen zones, breathing, visualisation, calm, quiet time, thinking time) 

 Movement and bodywork (e.g. yoga, stretching) 

 Journaling (e.g. making notes on feelings, doodling ideas, responding to situations by writing, mark 
making or drawing, using creative expression) 

 Growth mindset and resilience (e.g. responding to ‘failure’ as a learning opportunity, bouncing back) 

 Managing negative thoughts (e.g. coping with worries, what to do when we are upset, strategies to calm 
down, zones of regulation) 

We also use areas within our school grounds to maximise the space for teaching mindfulness and wellbeing. 
Spaces are available for quiet time and reflection for every pavilion, and all pavilions have areas for reflection 
and resource shelves to support emotional wellbeing. 

 
Enrichment 

Free thinking, igniting passions, discovering talent and nurturing self-belief is all central to every enrichment 
session KS2 children enjoy. 

Enrichment aims to embed the skills children already acquire within their classroom setting. Once a week and 
over a 6 week period, children take part in Earth Adventures, Art, Cooking, Team Building and Performing 
Arts sessions. 

Working in small groups every child has a chance to shine and develop a love of new opportunities. These are 
nurtured and celebrated throughout the year. 

Earth Adventures provides the children the opportunity to continue to develop their forest school skills and 
passion for nature, learned during EYFS and KS1.  Activities include forest games, fire lighting and fire 
cooking skills, tree climbing, den building, role play, tool use, gardening and growing on the farm and much 
more.  During the six-week block, the children will have the opportunity to visit either the local park or stream 
to play and learn in a different local natural space.  These sessions are lead by a Forest School practitioner. 

Art Enrichment offers a safe space for our children to express their own creativity and process their 
understanding of the world through drawing, painting, printing and making. 
Our emphasis is on a playful attitude to exploring these techniques with a wide range of materials.  
We aim to broaden their visual art horizon and build confidence through their new skills. 
And above all we just want to have fun creating! 

Cooking Enrichment children follow recipes that reflect the cultural diversity of our school. The children are 
encouraged to bring recipes from home to share as well as borrow recipes from our recipe library. We aim to 
support independence within the kitchen, year on year building and developing a wide range of cooking skills. 
The children are given the confidence to taste a range of ingredients and to become lifelong lovers of creating 
delicious food. 

Team Building, working outside, the focus of the sessions is to develop collaboration, team building, 
cooperation, communication, problem solving, and leadership skills. 
The children complete challenges designed by themselves and Mr. Hambleton that develop these attributes. 
They also learn games from across the globe that they can replicate in their free time at home and at school. 

Performing Arts is used extensively to promote oral language skills. Children learn how to select language 
and movement that matches the role. They also learn how to work constructively, use leadership skills and 
negotiation. Children explore how to convey character through voice, movement, gesture, and mime. Vocal 
projection and expression is a central element in our sessions as the voice is the most immediate instrument. 
Children are given regular opportunities to showcase their vocal skills through public speaking, presentations, 
reading, and acting.  

 
 

 



Inclusion 
 
Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets 
and plan challenging work for all groups, including: 

 More able pupils 

 Pupils with low prior attainment 

 Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

 Pupils with SEND 

 Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEND can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever 
possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. Teachers will also take account of the 
needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities 
help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects. Further information can 
be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEND policy and information 
report. 

 
Equality Impact Assessment 
 
Under the Equality Act 2010 we have a duty not to discriminate against people on the basis of their age, 
disability, gender, gender identity, pregnancy or maternity, race, religion or belief and sexual orientation. 

This policy has been equality impact assessed and we believe that it is in line with the Equality Act 2010 as it 
is fair, it does not prioritise or disadvantage any pupil and it helps to promote equality at this school. 

 
Monitoring the Implementation and Effectiveness of the Policy  
 
Governors monitor whether the school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a “broad and 
balanced curriculum” which includes the required subjects, through: 

 Meeting with subject leaders 

 Meeting with school council representatives 

 Being involved in book scrutinies and learning environment walks 

 
Subject leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school by planning scrutinies, learning 
walks and book scrutinies. Subject leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources 
are stored and managed. 

 
The practical application of this policy will be reviewed every 24 months or when the need arises by the 
coordinator, the Head of School and the nominated governor. 
 
A statement of the policy’s effectiveness and the necessary recommendations for the improvement will be 
presented to the Governing Body for further discussion and endorsement. 

 
 
 

 Head of School:  Clare Larkin    Date:   23rd  February 2023 

 Chair of Body:  Dan Jagger     Date:  23rd  February 2023 



 


