
Parent Forum Notes 

 

Date of Meeting 10.03.2023 
 

Presented By  Clare Larkin - Head of School 
Danielle Lloyd- Lead Assistant Headteacher/SENco 
 

 
Mrs Larkin welcomed all in person and online attendees – thanking all for feedback for agenda items and going 
forward will put to parent/carers for each Parent Forum to input on agenda. 

RSE and primary statutory guidance - Parent concerns around the content of sex education for primary age 
pupils. Is it age appropriate and how much control do school have on the subject, and do parents have a say? 

There has been recent media attention to what is taught to primary children in respect of sex education, 
and the crossover with that taught in secondary schools (link below to government guidance).  
Our PSHE curriculum overview is available on our school website (link below) this details what is taught 
and to which age group. PSHE is a compulsory subject for all primary children, however, there are 
elements of sex education, which parents and carers can choose to opt out of for their child, focusing 
around puberty, our bodies and knowledge of the human lifecycle.  

 Timing and content tailored to the physical and emotional maturity of the year group 

 Girls changing/maturing earlier  

 Boys understanding/empathy 

 Girls and boys are split-up for the puberty talk 
 

We would like to stress that children do need to know the basic information of the physical and emotional 
changes, and the best place in a school for this is in the classroom.  
 
The very real alternative is that those children not involved will hear a secondhand account of the lesson 
in the playground from children who have taken part, leading to misinformation and confusion.  
In previous years we have found that when a parent/carer has been concerned with the content and has 
gone over their concerns with class teacher, they have agreed for child participation.  
 
Any queries in respect of PSHE learning in your child’s year groups, please talk to your class teacher.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-
rse-and-health-education 

https://limetree.bright-futures.co.uk/school-life/curriculum/pshe/ 

Physical books for phonics – Online reading not a substitute for physical books, can children be given reading 
books? Issues (bugs) when using the online system 
 
*Each class has a set of class books which are read in class. Gaps are tracked as to where books need to 

be, and this is not just for phonics but across the whole school. Unfortunately, the initial cost of the books 

and depletion ongoing cost of replacing lost or damage books makes it impossible to provide books for 

home to all pupils.  

*We have requested additional funding for books which has been refused due to curriculum budget being 

set aside. We will continue to push school improvement plans forward in trying to secure additional 

funding for books as a high priority. FoLT have also kindly set aside funding to support the purchase of 
more reading books again this year. 

*Wider opportunity through using Active Learn/Phonics Bug children have a larger variety of books with 

different genres to read. Allocated to children reinforcing skill and diagraphs, matching and consolidating 

learning.  However, it is essential that children are engaged in reading and we would ask parents and 

carers to inform class teacher if they feel their child is better suited to a physical book. Books can also be 

purchased in book stores as well as the free book store in Sale and the library. 

* We love books and can never have enough. We encourage the reading of library books and lovely books, 

for which we ask often for donations from parents/cares. And have received donations/funding from FoLT 

*We will raise the issues of bugs in the system with Pearson – and add a link to the Pearson Helpdesk on 

Google Classroom. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://limetree.bright-futures.co.uk/school-life/curriculum/pshe/


 
 
Trips and needing volunteers - Asking for parent volunteers for trips/events etc as soon as they are arranged to 
give people more notice to arrange time off work – same parents always going on trips. 
 
*Yes, we understand this and apologise for so many short notice trips this half term. We had planned 
Geography curriculum field trips to take place this term, but couldn’t pass up the opportunity to take 
several year groups to the Bridgewater Hall, it had been an amazing success last year – The children had 
a wonderful time, but we appreciate the added stress to parents/carers and staff that such an eventful 
couple of weeks can add. 
*Some trips are planned to be manned by staff only due to costings, first aid requirements and ratios 
depending on the trip type. Some children respond better to trips without parents/carer helpers, however 
on some occasions we have needed to put this out to parents to ask for volunteers at short notice. It is 
not the intention that the same parents will be in attendance. 
*We will give notice of any future parent/carer volunteer requests – names of volunteers will be drawn 
from a ‘hat’ at random.  
 
 
Outdoor TV unit  
 
The TV is enclosed in a weatherproof metal box, which is periodically obstructing the use of the wi-fi. We 

are working on solutions that fit within the schools cost restrictions.  

 
School awards 
 
Following on from last year’s success of being awarded the SEND Provision in a Mainstream Setting of 

the Year and shortlisted for other awards with the prestigious TES (Times Educational Supplement) 

School Awards, we will be putting Lime Tree in the running for the following awards this year; 

*Primary School of the Year – Bronze award last year 

*Early Years Provider of the Year – Shortlisted last year  

*Mental Health Initiative and Staff Wellbeing  

*Mental Health Initiative and Children Wellbeing 

We strongly feel that all staff go above and beyond and to be recognised by being selected to receive any 

of the above awards is a tremendous pat on the back for all of their amazing efforts.  

We welcome and encourage feedback from parents and carers to support the school in evidencing our 

entries. If you would like to share any experiences you have had with our supportive staff, please email 

the school office – admin@ltpa.bright-futures.co.uk 

 
Interactive space in the hall -  Request from children to be able to use interactive space in hall more 

 

Not used as often as we would like as the hall is timetabled for PE, writing, curriculum and stimulus topics 

daily.  

 

Staff are trained and have access to a bank of resources, in addition the company who maintain the 

system work with staff to update and supply topic content as and when required. 
 

During Wellbeing week, we had an outside provider utilise the space to deliver yoga sessions to pupils 

and staff, the immersive was a massive hit! Parents and carers were also given a demo during the 

wellbeing coffee morning and fair. 

Pupil Voice – School Ambassadors – involve Ambassadors more, lots of idea’s and consult before changes 
made. 

*Ambassadors are being utilised more than ever, impacting across the school – sharing reading, 
playground games and sporting activities, art projects, eco warriors… 
*Ambassadors have lots of good ideas and we enjoy putting these in practice when possible and 
practicable.  
*Sometimes events in different key stages assessments/trips/staff training etc, may lead to some activities 
not going ahead – we understand the ambassadors may be upset they are unable to go into other classes 
to read/play and we try to minimise the disappointment.  
*Changes to the library areas were made rather quickly in response to the areas where they were being set 



up not being used as fully planned. Library areas’ and access to books needed to be where the children 
spend most of their time and have access to. Books have been moved to pavilions. 
*A Zen Zone has replaced library area outside Mrs Larkin/Mrs Lloyd offices. This is working well for 
children needing time out of class – with SLT. Children are acing this provision during lunch and break 
times and was in fact requested and designed by one of our pupils, although it is being enjoyed by many. 
 
  

School meals 
 
Throwing packed lunch rubbish away at school. (Lunch bags end up with yogurt all over the inside or 
mushed banana skin) 
*Children known to be throwing whole packed lunches away, not eating so they can be out to play 
quicker. Some children not eating, ensuring lunch isn’t thrown away to monitor and share with parents 
what the child is eating to support parents who are having difficulties.  
We would recommend putting a small disposable bag for children to pack waste and secure in lunchbox. 

Choice of cheese and beans on jacket potato 
 *Cost restraints dictate 1 portion/choice of topping to be supplied on  a jacket potato – Mrs Dolan has 
informed us that on Friday if there is remaining cheese from the weeks order then children are offered 
both. This is consistent across all year groups if available. 

Consideration of local farms supplying the kitchen 
*Bright Futures is a Trust of 12 schools – all schools are contracted to Sodexo catering and Lime Tree 
does not have a choice of supplier. This is common practice across both Trusts and Local Authority 
schools. 

Mixed feeling about school dinner menu  
*Overall the feedback from children has been positive for the new caterers, Sodexo. We have had some 
issues with the ordering system, Sodexo are aware of this and are addressing the issues. 
Cheese sauce meals not nice – only 2 dishes  across the 3 week menu are served with cheese sauces, 
macaroni and vegetable bake. Macaroni cheese is our most popular meal with children, while the cheese 
sauce used is the same, the vegetable bake is not as popular.  Mrs Dolan tweaks ingredients/recipes 
where possible within her remit and the caterer’s restrictions. 
Baked potatoes overcooked – potatoes need to be cooked to a core temp of 75 degrees or above, skins 
crispy still light and fluffy inside and easy for children to scoop out the potato from the jacket and again is 
daily the most popular food choice.  

 
AOB 

 
1. Window blinds – Sun is blaring in the windows of the end pavilions when it is high, reflecting off white 

paper, making it hard for to children to concentrate and can induce headaches.  

*The windows in classrooms are tinted – blinds are costly and have not been prioritised. This will 

be put forward to the Trust as an additional building cost. We do not know if this will be accepted 

due to priority being given to other schools and priorities within the Trust. 

 

2. Homework – Understand the cost and additional time taken and not offering paper handouts for 

homework but Google Classroom as alternative with just a sheet of 10 easy sums, 10 medium sums and 

10 harder sums, is not engaging.  
*Would rather children were practicing to write letters/numbers and not type them 

*Documents are not interactive on some devises and can be tricky to use and manipulate for upload even 

if the device is compatible.  
*Can the sheets used for White Rose Maths not be uploaded to GC and children write the answers on a 

sheet of paper and hand in to class? 
*Consider Prodigy as a free maths learning platform 

*Children feedback that there is no point as the work isn’t marked 

*After consideration of pupil/parent and teacher feedback, a more simplified approach to 

homework has been taken. A focus on embedding basic skills – spelling, reading, maths/times 

tables – number bonds and phonics for the younger children.  

*Homework is given out on Friday and due back the following Thursday across all year groups. We 

do not want parents to have a battle with children and we understand the difficulty in engaging 

children who refuse, children who are tired from school as well as extra activities and 

commitments. However, there is strong evidence in parents engaging children in reinforcing the 

basic skills has an impact on children’s education. And so we ask for parent/carer support. 



*Children in years 5 & 6 are encouraged to do homework independently to support the transition to 

high school, where there will be a significant amount of homework – if homework isn’t completed 

and children are struggling we allow time during break and in morning challenge – reinforcing the 

importance.  

*SLT/ maths co-ordinator to look into the possibility of free Prodigy. 

 

3. Screen-time in the classroom – How much of the day is the screen used – little one in Reception telling 

parents about watching Peppa Pig and Mickey Mouse. 
*Screen-time in classroom is non prolonged quick clips/activities.   
*Early years and Key Stage 1 -  interactive Phonics Bug assessments tool, morning GoNoodle 

activities (using characters to engage children) 

*Key stage 2 – 5 minute brain breaks or mindfulness. Screens will also be used for watching clips 

of programmes/documentaries/films linking to learning stimulus.  

*Reduced outside playing time due to severe weather, if used – Newsround – age appropriate 

viewing. 

*At the end of the school day viewing while seeing out children – SLT to review what is shown 

 

4. Additional student clubs/societies – Possibility of running more strategy/ thinking clubs – Chess, 

Debate – during lunch and afterschool. 
*Teachers lunch break limited – once children have left class teachers/TA’s are clearing up from 

morning session and preparing for afternoon session.  
* After school staff sessions for pavilion/key stage mtgs and whole staff training, staff meetings 

*Limited space afterschool due to Tree House and current clubs 

*Consideration volunteers - discuss with SLT to ask for parent volunteers over lunch to facilitate 

club?  

 

5. Tree House – Children are in 5 nights a week and don’t feel there is a lot of structure, can be 

boring/repetitive. 
*The more afterschool clubs offered the less space TH have - On 3 of 5 days a week the Hall is not 

available to the team until after 4:30, some children go home at this point. Currently, children have 

their snack on arrival to TH before activities start – activities available throughout the session 

*Arts and crafts – different craft activity 3x week 

*Zen Zone  
*Reading 

*Board games and free play/dress up – children choose games from cupboard 

*The MUGA & outdoor play equipment - weather dependent  

*Use of the Avenue for outdoor play  

*The Hall for activities, PE, dodgeball, immersive play (from 4;30pm) 

 
6. Football a priority at break times – can other sports and activities be available at lunch/breaks on 

MUGA, time allocated for these, especially for children who don't want to play football. 
*We are very lucky with the grounds in school and have lots of space/areas for games and play. 

The MUGA is used for football mainly because it is the most popular choice for that area. On the 

back of National Women’s week, we have selected 1 day a week for girls only football on the 

MUGA. Girls and boys both like to play football; however, some girls are not as confident to join 
the boy’s competitive games. We would like to see a growth in enjoyment and confidence for the 

girls so they feel confident enough to join in with football every day. 

*In the Summer term, there will be an alternative to football on the MUGA – Mr Larkin is planning to 

introduce Basketball. 

 

7. Year 4L Teacher – Children enjoying school Monday to Wednesday, unsettled on Thursday and Friday 

*Unfortunately, Miss Borello has been unable to return to Lime Tree for health reasons. We have 

secured Miss Newsham, who has worked with the children for the past 2 weeks as a consistent 

supply teacher to cover Thursday and Friday until the return of Mrs Robertson in May. Mrs 

Robertson will be joining the Year 4L for return to work days. 

  

8. Forest School 10 Yr Anniversary 
*Celebration information will follow from Mrs Green – family picnic – ground work volunteers 

*FoLT donation of £1000 

Children love Forest School, any thoughts on more frequent sessions? 
*We would love to offer more sessions; our outdoor team has gone from 4 full-time members of 

staff to just 2 due to staffing constraints with rising staffing costs. 

Forest School regulations state 2 staff for 10 children, genuine sessions are delivered to KS1 

children. Taster sessions, parent sessions and KS2 Earth Adventures are a tweak of Forest School 

and form our outdoor learning.  



*All teaching staff and TA’s make the best use of the outside space to deliver lessons. 

* Mrs Green has put out requests for parent/carer volunteers on a rota basis, sadly there has been 

no uptake at this time. 

Information of key stage presentations and meeting overviews can be found on our school website 
https://www.limetree.trafford.sch.uk/parents/parents-forum/ 

 

 

 


