
 

Key Stage 2 Writing Curriculum Overview 
 

The Outcome – Writers 
 

We create confident, fluent and purposeful writers who craft pieces that have an impact on their reader by exposing pupils to high quality model texts and rich 
language structures from the very start of their learning journey. Children are encouraged to use their creativity and individuality to compose writing that 

excites them, while learning key genre specific structures that will allow them to continually broaden their skill set. By Year 6, our pupils are able to compose 
longer, more precise passages that demonstrate explicit and considered choices and are able to share their love for writing through performance. 

 
 

Threads 
 

Thinkers 

Creative, imaginative, structured and adaptable 

  

Learners 

Skilled, knowledgeable, independent and resilient 

Individuals 

World aware, community spirited, caring and 
healthy 

 



 

Term Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 1 
 

WRITING 

Genre: Fiction - Recount - 
Letter Writing 
 
Books:  
Seal Surfer by Michael 
Foreman 

Genre: Fiction - Fantasy 
 
Books: 
Gorilla by Anthony Browne 

 

Genre: Fiction - Recount - 
Diary 
 
Books: 
Queen of the Falls by Chris 
Van Allsburg 

Genre: Fiction - Flashback 
Story  
 
Books: 
Star of Fear, Star of Hope by 
Jo Hoestlandt 

Autumn 1 
 

POETRY 

Poetry: A senses poem 
about the sea 
 
Poem:  
The Shell by John Foster 

Poetry: Free Verse 
 
Poem:  
Family Album 
 

Poetry: Narrative Poetry 
 
Poem:  
The Song of Hiawatha by 
Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow 

Poetry: Free verse which 
conveys a viewpoint 
 
Poem:  
Blitz by Mary Désirée 
Anderson 

Autumn 2 
 

WRITING 

Genre: Fiction - Fantasy 
Story  
 
Books: 
Winter’s Child by Angela 
McAllister 

 

Genre: Fiction - Recount - 
Diary Reading  
 
Books: 
Leon and the Place 
Between by Graham Baker 
Smith and Angela McAllister 
 

Genre: Fiction - Traditional 
Tale  
 
Books: 
The Lost Happy Endings by 
Carol Ann Duffy 

 

Genre: Non Fiction - Report 
writing – Information, 
explanation and persuasion 
hybrid text 
 
Books: 
Can we Save the Tiger? by 
Martin Jenkins 

 
Autumn 2 

 
POETRY 

Poetry: Descriptive Poem 
 
Poem:  
Dance with Me, Autumn by 
The Literacy Company 
 

Poetry: List Poem  
 
Poem:  
The Lost Lost-Property 
Office by Roger McGough 
 

Poetry: Free verse with 
refrains and verses 
 
Poem:  
The Moon 
 

Poetry: Free verse which 
conveys a message 
 
Poem:  
A Tiger in the Zoo by Leslie 
Norris 



 

Spring 1 
 

WRITING 

Genre: Fiction - Historical 
Narrative 
 
Books: 
Stone Age Boy by Satoshi 
Kitamura 

 

Genre: Fiction - Historical 
narrative from character’s 
point of view 
 
Books: 
Escape from Pompeii by 
Christina Balit 

Genre: Fiction - Myth 
 
Books: 
Arthur and the Golden Rope 
by Joe Todd-Stanton  

 

Genre: Fiction - Classic 
Narrative  
 
Books: 
The Selfish Giant by Oscar 
Wilde 
Illustrated by Ritva Voutila 

Spring 1 
 

POETRY 

Poetry: Descriptive Poem 
 
Poem:  
The River’s Tale 
extract by Rudyard Kipling 

Poetry: Cinquain 
 
Poem:  
The Roman Centurion’s 
Song by Rudyard Kipling 

Poetry: Songs and word 
play 
 
Poem:  
Viking Kennings & Spells 

Poetry: Free Verse 
 
Poem:  
Guarding Secrets by the 
Literacy Company 

Spring 2 
 

WRITING 

Genre: Non Fiction - 
Information  
 
Books: 

Big Blue Whale by Nicola 
Davies  

Genre: Fiction - Adventure 
 
Books: 
Koji’s Island by The Literacy 
Company  
Amazing Islands by Sabrina 
Weiss & Kerry Hyndman 

Genre: Non Fiction - 
Biography   
 
Books: 
The Darkest Dark by Chris 
Hadfield  

Genre: Non Fiction - 
Recount - Journalistic 
Report 
 
Books: 
Island by Jason Chin  

Spring 2 
 

POETRY 

Poetry: Dinka-inspired 
poem 
 
Poem:  
The Magnificent Bull from 
the Dinka tribe 

Poetry: Free Verse  
 
Poem:  
Windrush Child by John 
Agard 
 

Poetry: Free Verse  
 
Poem:  
Finding Magic by Eric Finney 

Poetry: Narrative poem 
 
Poem:  
The Sea by James Reeves 
 

Summer 1 
 

WRITING 

Genre: Fiction - Narrative - 
Adventure Story  
 
Books: 
Journey by Aaron Becker 

Genre: Non Fiction - Non 
Chronological report writing 
 
Books: 

Genre: Non Fiction - 
Persuasive/ Information 
poster 
 
Books:  

Genre: Non Fiction - 
Recount - Biography   
 
Books: 
Manfish by Jennifer Berne 



 

 

 Where the Forest Meets 
the Sea by Jeannie Baker 
Jungle Explorer by The 
Literacy Company 

The Paperbag Prince by 
Colin Thompson 

 

 

Summer 1 
 

POETRY 

Poetry: Nonsense Poems 
 
Poem:  
I Saw a Peacock by 
Anonymous 

Poetry: List Poem  
 
Poem:  
Look! by Grace Nichols 
 

Poetry: Free Verse 
 
Poem:  
The Sun in Me by Moira 
Andrew 

Poetry: Free Verse 
 
Poem:  
For Forest by Grace Nichols 
 

Summer 2 
 

WRITING 

Genre: Non Fiction - 
Persuasive Writing  
 
Books: 
Zeraffa Giraffa By Diane 
Hoffmeyer 

Genre: Explanation - Letter 
 
Books: 
Blue John By Berlie Doherty 
 

Genre: Non Fiction - 
Information Text 
 
Books: 
Radiant Child The Story of 
Young Artist 
Jean-Michel Basquiat By 
Javaka Steptoe 

Genre: Fiction - Adventure  
 
Books: 
Sky Chasers by Emma 
Carroll  

Summer 2 
 

POETRY 

Poetry: Shape Poetry 
 
Poem:  
Apes to Zebras 

Poetry: Haiku 
 
Poem:  
I Am the Seed that Grew 
the Tree 

Poetry: Puns and Wordplay  
 
Poem:  
Animals of Africa Puns and 
wordplay 

Poetry: Narrative Poem/ 
Sonnet 
 
Poem:  
Sonnet Written at the Close 
of Spring By Charlotte Smith 


